ALL-
SEASON
SANCTUARY

By Adilla Menayang
Fhetography by Mike Schwartz

The area arand Ashland and
Chicago is especially vibmant in the
summer: Cyelises whiz through

the streets; pedestrians chatter

here and there; and the smells of
cumin, cilantro and rossting beef
from the many small taquerias that
line the intersection fill the air.
Amid the hustle and bustle of West
Town is the home of Michelle.
Evan and their 3-year-old son,

smartly tucked away in the shade
of the marure tulip poplar and
bald eypress erees—twe varieties
one does not often encounter in
the city. “These trees are actually
the second reason we bought the
home,” says Michelle, recalling
07

first came across the three-story
home on the 50-by-125-foot lot. It

she and her husband

that, in 2

was overpriced at the time, but two
years later, they were able to buy it
ar a much lower price.

So whart was number ane? The
substantial second-story porch—a
screened-off steel and glass strucrure
on stilts that hugs the main home's
facade. 5¢
help. "It was very wtilitarian,” shares
Jefiry Harting of Gensburg Toniolo

Haning Aschitects, who, together

the home needed some

with his partner John Toniolo,
took the lead in visualizing the
homeowner's desire to make the
cold, minimalistic  coNTINUED,



L CONTINUED main limestone
building march the lightness of the
glass and steel screened porch.

To do this, Harting
introduced more ligh
puncturing the existing walls of
the home with more glass and

Views to "‘f new ;UICI ill‘Plﬂ\'ffI
garden. The staircase, ar the
<core, was also redone completely.
Originally enclosed, dark and

carpeted, it is now a Aoating
cascade of white oak separated
"-IOIII 'hf rest U’. fl'\( homc Wl'h
glass parritions. A large window
avereoking the garden was
placed on each foor as well. To
vop it off, an industrial skylighe
was carved in the roof above o
bath each level in sunlight.

The contemporary stair paired
well with the other update request
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that was imparted to the architecrs:
an open kitchen, renovated with
Poggenpohl cabinetry, thar flows
out to the second-level four-season
room. Heie, the homeowners
often relax or entertain among the
foliage, creating the illusion that
one st .\klllg their mor ning (Oﬂ-l‘f
in a forest—which is why Michelle
and Evan decided 1o make the
third level of the  cONTINUED...




o CONTINUED glass and steel
annex their son's room. "It feels
like a trechouse,” says Michelle.
At the back of the lot above
the garage, Harting designed a
hardscaped outdoor living reom
under a pergola thar creates a sense
af seclusion bur still lets the breeze
in. The built-in grill, complete with
sink and mini fridge, overooks the
garden, which landscape architect
Ryan Kettelkamp wrapped
with bambeo to create a natusal
wall. When the wind blows, the
rattle of the branches resonates
throughout the home. adding to
the “medirative, Zen-like feel”
K,ene]k_\mp says he had in mind,
The harmony of indoors and
autdoors reflects the accord with
which everyone worked asa team.
And the home is a gift thar keeps
giving, “Every season the view is
something new,” Michelle shares.
“At ground level, you see the base
of the trees, and on the 1op floor
you can see birds making neses.”
Harting agrees: “It’s like having a
permanent screensaver! w
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chunts. The kitchanin fhe
bethground b o fundienol
design with lots of light end
Poggenpohl cabinelry.
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